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Regional Domination and Document Practice in the Soma Nakamura Domain

NISHIMURA, SHINTARO

This article examines the creation, the transfer, and the management of documents in modern times,
especially some aspects of the territory control, in the case of the Soma Nakamura Domain. The Soma
Nakamura Domain owned the whole region where current Shinchi-machi, Soma-shi, Minami-Soma-shi, Iitate-
mura, Katsurao-mura, Namie-machi, Futaba-machi, and Okuma-machi are located, and the domain was worth
60,000-koku. Due to the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster, many of those areas are classified "difficult-to-
return zone" or "zone-in-preparation-for-the-lifting-of-the-evacuation-order" (formerly known as "restricted
areas" and "planned evacuation areas"). In those disaster-stricken areas, relief and conservation of historical
materials are still continuing, and many new historical materials are discovered. The document management
history of the area based on the archives studies of each area is essential in grasping the contents of newly-
discovered historical materials. This article discusses the creation, transfer, and management of documents
conducted by Kimoiri, the administrator of Go (a unit of local administration) in the Soma Domain by mainly
using Zai-Go-Yakunin-Shokumu-Shotei, a material issued to the local government from Han-cho (main
government office of each Domain). A lot of documents were being created indeed. In addition, in the village
where was carried out methods for rebuilding agricultural management and reviving rural areas through
living guidance of farmers focusing on thrift and saving money, which was called Hotoku-shiho and which

was proposed at the end of the Tokugawa period, a vast amount of document were being managed.



