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Analysis on the structure of historical documents in the

Kashidoiya Archives taking Endo family’s document as the example

NISHIGUCHI, MASATAKA

In this paper, we examined the characteristics of the Kashidoiya archives by analyzing the structure
of Endo family's documents. The Endo family was running a shipping company called Kashidoiya that loads
and unloads ship's luggage on the riverbank in the Kami-shingashi village, located in the area corresponding
to the current Kami-shingashi in Kawagoe-shi, Saitama Prefecture.

Since the Endd family's document group had already lost the original order, we focused on (D) job title
and position, (2) functions of "house" or "store", and (3) the remaining order, and then arranged the document
group into 10 sub fonds. It became clear that each sub fond has either one of the following characteristics: (D
a document originally transmitted to the Endo family and then created, or () a document transferred to or
copied by the Endo family in relation with services/organization affiliations.

When we looked over the whole documents group again in order to make both the visibility of
arrangement structure and also the convenience at the time of utilization work, we found new four divisions
with higher order than the ten sub fonds that we first arranged. Therefore, we rearranged those newly
discovered divisions as sub founds and then distributed the 10 divisions, formerly defined as sub fonds, as
the lower divisions to the new four sub fonds.

Based on the characteristics seen in the Endd family’s document, we identified that the characteristics
of the Kashidoiya archives were the following two points:

One, the documents group consists mainly of four types: (U Kashidoiya management, (2) Association
management, (3) Village administration, 4 House economics. Two, the (D consists of four main types: the
business management, the maintenance and or operation of the shore, the exchange with other merchants,

and workers for the riverboat shipping.





