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Records Management at the Office of Historiography under the Dajo-kan
in the Meiji period
— Analysis of the Shiishi-kyoku and Shiishi-kan Shiryo —

SATO, DAIGO

This article analyzes records management of the Office of Historiography under the Dajo-kan during
the Meiji period. The Office of Historiography, derived from the record administration department of the
Dajo-kan, is an important example when considering the recognition and institutionalization of archives in
that period because it has archival aspects such as collection and management of historical records or books
in addition to the historical aspects, compiling history.

While presenting the compilation of the Kiroku Henshit, we discussed the history of the establishment
of the History Division by expressly giving the following three chronological orders and the corresponding
name: the Kiroku henshii gakari in November of Meiji 1, as the Kiroku henshii kyoku in November of Meiji 3,
and as the Kiroku kyoku in August of Meiji 4 (the branch of the Kiroku kyoku was established in September
in the same year) We assumed that the subdivision concept within the Seiin Records department responsible
for the various records management of the government was settled down by making it a subdivision of the
Seiin. We then concluded that the establishment of the History Division of October of Meiji 5 was the result
of the subdivision of each department of the recording office into Naishi and Gaishi.

We analyzed the records management of the Office of Historiography by using the Shishi-kyoku and
Shiaishi-kan Shiryo owned by the Historiographical Institute of the University of Tokyo. Regarding the record
management system, we clarified stage by stage the History division, the Shiishi-kyoku, and the Shiishi-kan,
and then pointed out that the officials from the bureau of records made preparations such as clarification of
handling matters. In addition, we approached to the actual situation of the record management corresponding
to the system. We organized books of round-trip documents, diary / official history, acceptance records, book
bibliographies described in the Shishi-kyoku and Shiishi-kan Shiryd, and then showed the correspondences

with books separately owned by the Historiographical Institute of the University of Tokyo.

Based on the above, we pointed out that consideration of chorography and or statistical compilation
projects which have history of establishment and or archives aspects similar to the ones of the Office of

Historiography are indispensable to understand record management of the government during that period.



