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Elegance and Admonition - The making of the Saisha-bon
Kasho by Matsudaira Sadanobu

ICHINOHE, WATARU

This article aims at a comprehensive understanding of the elaboration
of the Kasho (Waka book) manuscripts by Matsudaira Sadanobu (1788 -
1829), a daimyo of the Shirakawa Domain who served as chief of the council
of Elders of the Bakufu and led the Kansei Reforms. Among his writings in
the later years, we put weight on ones in the mame-bon (miniature book)
style which Sadanobu called saisha (minutely written). First we organized
28 of the saisha manuscripts made by Sadanobu, mainly of the Kuwana
City Museum collection (including extant unidentified ones), and attached
bibliographical information when necessary. Subsequently, we reviewed
the mame-bon style as a traditional style of kasho manuscript making
since books handwritten by Sadanobu are almost limited to kasho.

We tried to obtain certain interpretation on Sadanobu's perspective
toward the roles the manuscript making played in literature together with
the validation of Sadanobu's view of literature, while paying attention to
differences and or inconsistencies between Sadanobu's discourse and his
behavior. We concluded that contradictions and or bullish claims might
have been seen in his behavior due to the differences between his duties and
his personal preferences. Specifically, Sadanobu had to represent himself
morally as the ruler to his dependents and to people surrounding him while
he loved the elegant world of dynasty literature which had incompatible

elements with the ethics of the time.
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