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Lectures given by Hayashi Razan to Yamaga Soko
mainly described in Daigaku-Rongo-To-Kikigakiin the
Yamaga Book Collection owned by the National Institute of
Japanese Literature

ISHIBASHI, KENTA

Yamaga Soko studied Confucianism under Hayashi Razan since his
young age. In order to know Soko's thought formation, it is important to
know what kind of teaching Soko received from Razan. However, sufficient
research has not been done so far because it was thought that there was no
historical material for investigate. In this article, by using the notes
written down by Soko on lectures given by Razan, Daigaku-rongo-to-kikigaki
held in the Yamaga book collection, we examined the contents of Razan's
teaching and how the teaching influenced Soko's thought. The
Daigaku-rongo-to-kikigaki was a lecture note on both the Daxue (The
Great Learning) and the Lunyu (the Analects). Soko wrote this lecture note
when he was sixteen. This lecture note tells us that Razan was giving a
lecture based on Zhu Xi's Lunyu-jizhu (Collected comments on the Analects).
Razan's lectures also widely refers to various books. Criticisms toward the
Kiyohara family appeared noticeably in his lectures who can be interpreted
as his manifestation of the intention to breach the conventional authority
and to open up a new era. Being influenced by such Razan, when he was
young, Soko had developed thought in line with Razan's teachings such as
reverence for the Zhu Xi school and his use of commentaries of the Ming
dynasty. However, as Soko eventually forming his own ideas, the influence
from Razan was gradually denied. However, there are also some aspects
which suggest that Razan's influence had remained for the rest of Soko's
life. In order to understand the positions of Razan and Soké in the history
of 1deas, further research on the Daigaku-rongo-to-kikigaki will be

necessary.
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