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Archival Manegement of Confraternity in Early Modern Venice

TAKAMI Jun

This study examines the practice of the conservation and management carried out by the largest
confraternities, the Scuole Grandi in the early modern period.

Since the 13th century, the conservation and administration of archival records by the city
government has begun gradually in north-central Italy. One of the largest commercial cities in Europe,
Venice, also was no exception, and, accelerated to develop and advance the archives formation especially
since the 15th century.

In the historiography, the formation of the private archives in Venice has not been sufficiently
examined. In this paper, therefore, I consider the formation and management of archives carried out by one
of the largest scale religious brotherhood in the city, who was established in the 13th century and continued
to thrive as charitable institutions through the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.

First, we can find the similarities with the archives managements carried out by the city government,
who was forced to cope with the constant accumulation of customary laws. Then I suggest that the
development of the archival management in the sixteenth century should be the result of the increase of the

confraternity’s resource.
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