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(fF2) [FISEREMER] IRDOFX

PREFACE.

IN introducing this Dictionary to the public the author feels no small
degreo of diffidence.  Nothing but the great need of such a work, felt by all
foreigners in Japan, and the constant demand upon those who were making
the study of the language their special business to share their acquisitions with
others, could have induced him to issue it at this stage of his acquaintance
with the language. The conviction that it is a first step in the right direction,
and that, with all its.deficiencies, it will prove of some use, could alone have
made him consent to its publication.

In compiling this work the author has labored under the very great difficul-
ty of having had little to assist him from the works of predecessors in the same
field. The only works of the kind within his reach were the small vocabulary
of Dr. Medhurst published in Batavia in 1830; and the Japanese and Port-
uguese Dictionary published by the Jesuit missionaries in 1603. His principal
dependence, however, has been upon the living teacher, so that he feels himself
alone responsible for every thing in the work.

There are over 20,000 Japanese words defined in the dictionary. This num-.

ber might have been considerably increased, if all the compound words of which
the language is capable, and all the obsolete words had been inserted. Those
here published have been collected, for the most part, in the course of his own
reading, or heard in use among the people. A large number of the words
are of Chinese origin, and used mainly in books and epistolary writings, and
have a very limited range of meaning. The most common words, whether
native or Chinese, he has endeavored to illustrate, as much as possible, with
examples; some of them extracted from books, but generally with collogquial
phrascs.

He might have made it a less protentious volume, confining himself to only
such words as are in common use; but his desire has been to present the whole
language to the eye of the gcholar arranged in proper order; and though he may
not have exhausted the meaning of the words, he has endeavored to make as
near an approximation to it as possible.

To render the work more complete he has added the Japanese Kana, and
Chinese characters. The spelling with the Kana is according to the best native
authority, The Chinese characters attached tp the native words are those com-
monly tused as their equivalents,

It has also been attempted to designate the part of speech to which each
word belongs. This with the native words is not a matter of much diffi-
culty, but with the Chinese is impossible in most cases, as the same word may
be viewed as a noun, verb, or adjective, according to it various relations.
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The introdnction of the synonymous words will also be found usceful.  This
branch has heen more fully carried out in the sccom} part, or Index.

In Romanizing the words, the effort has bc.cu in every case to express the
sound as prouounced by the most cultivated natives; and the system of orthog-
raphy, with a few variatious, is that generally adopted by the students of the
language in Japan. e 1 i

The printing has been accomplished under many dlﬁlf:llltl(‘S, cspecially from
the want of aceented vowels and a proper supply of capital letters witich could
not be procured in Shanghai, and had to be m:umfuc.t.ured. under many disad-
vantages. This will account for the want of uniformity and irregularity
observable. )

Notwithstanding every care, not a few typograplnPal errors are observed;
but as most of them are unimportant and a little attention will enable the read-
er to rectify them for himself, it is not thought necessary to publish a list of
crrata. i

With these apologies and explanations, the author .com‘tmts this work, the
fruit of nearly cight years of unremitting labor, to t}!ne kind 1lnflulgence of those
who are making the langnage their study, ﬂl.ld if ]fe can m this way, lend
them a helping hand out of some of the difticulties w]uc‘h he had so often to
encounter alone, he will feel that his labor has not been in vain,

J. C. H.
Shanghai, May, 1867.
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