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Annotation of Buddhist Scriptures in the Early Modern
Period ; Lecture Record and Publication of Chiku
KIMURA Michiko

Chiku was a scholar priest belonging to Buddhism's Shin sect and this
paper attempts to re-evaluate Japanese early modern Buddhism by
elucidating his annotations of Buddhist commentaries and their
development.

Of note is that the Zen character found in Chiku's writings is a
reflection of his teacher, Saigin. Chiku tried to overcome Z&ILDEE by
using Zen perspectives derived from the Shin sect.

Significantly, it has come to light that a record of Chiku's lectures was
used by the annotation published in 1683. Moreover, the book reprinted in
1690 was added annotations by Taizen, a scholar of the Jodo sect. This is
proof that at the end of the 17th century, the Buddhist annotations that
had been communicated independently by each sect were, in fact,
compendiums of various authorities.

From the beginning of the 18th century, the publication of Buddhist
annotations declined rapidly against the backdrop of tightening publishing
regulations. But Chiku's lectures were published by his disciples from
bookstores in Osaka.

It can be concluded that Chiku's progressive stance also spread to other
Buddhists in the early modern period, and that this can be viewed as a

positive characteristic of Japanese early modern Buddhism.
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