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Records Management and Practical Organization of the Early Modern Imperial Court,

“Kuchimuki”: Using the Kinri-Toritsugisho-Nikki

HOSOYA Atsushi

The example of “Kuchimuki” is used in this paper to examine the actual circumstances of systematic
records management in the early modern imperial court.

“Kuchimuki” refers to the organization responsible for the daily work of the early modern imperial
palace. The persons in charge of the organization’s business are known as “Kuchimuki-yakunin”. These
individuals hold positions that correspond to various businesses in the imperial court and contribute to its
smooth operation.

Among these groups of officials, there is a position known as “Nikki-yaku” that is dedicated to records
management. These individuals write the Kinri-Toritsugisho-Nikki, in which various events of the imperial
court have been recorded. Seventy-one books still exist in the archives and the Mausolea Department of the
Imperial Household Agency.

These records were thought to be used by “Toritsugi”, the primary profession of “Kuchimuki”,
because of its duties. The various “Kuchimuki” professions were systematically mobilized for its creation
and simplified use centering on “Nikki-yaku”. The information sources for these records were also thought

to center on the documents brought to “Toritsugi” by each department of the imperial court.
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