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Conservation and Management of Architectural Materials: 

A Case Study of MURATA Yutaka's Architectural Design Materials

TOBITA Chizuru

This essay organizes the preservation and management of the entire archive, focusing mainly on 

the architectural design materials of MURATA Yutaka, for which the author was in charge at the National 

Archives of Modern Architecture (NAMA), and discusses the preservation and management of architectural 

materials, including the management of the archive.

Architectural materials come in a wide variety of forms, and the amount contained in a single group 

of materials varies as well. The majority of the materials are used or created by specific architects in their 

offices, or from large-scale projects.

When NAMA opened, the main focus was on publicity, and exhibitions were held to fulfill that 

purpose; therefore, it seems that cataloging was not undertaken to systematically organize the materials, 

preserve and manage them, and create a database for their use.

The MURATA materials were cataloged at the item level, and the half of them were available to the 

public. High-resolution images have also been created with the exception of a few. Regarding preservation 

management, from the viewpoint of storage location, the items were organized mainly based on size and 

material with improvement.

It should be reexamination, including preservation management of the entire archive, considering that 

staff is in charge of several groups of materials with the number of items in each group ranges from several 

thousand to more than 10,000. For example, assign personnel to manage the progress of the work, and 

establish a system that is capable of responding to unforeseen circumstances.
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