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A Study of Illustrations In Woodblock Printings of
THE TALE OF GENJI: Need of Image Database
YOKOI, TAKASHI

One way of making The Tale of Genji readily accessible is digital conversion.
Arguments about digitalizing the Tokugawa and Gotou editions of The Tale of Genji
Picture Scrolls have been raised in both academic and mainstream publications.
However, few of these arguments approach the concept of conversion for the purpose
of making it more widely accessible. Most of the arguments concentrate on superficial
impressions bred from contemporary selfishness.

Instead of the viewer’s point of view, standing in the shoes of the scribe who
originally penned The Tale of Genji Picture Scrolls, it is obvious that “form” took
precedence over “art” as the technique that fired his motivation. We must view the
designs as relative to the author’s own techniques. One way for us to examine these
techniques is through their digital conversion. Although these images have been
reproduced in a large number of books, it is my belief that what is now needed is to
correlate them all together for easy retrieval. I therefore wrote this paper on the
significance of woodblock illustrations from the Edo period to act as the soapbox from
which I can state my opinions relating to the digitalization of The Tale of Genji.

Restoring Choken’s biographical sketch
with his writings “Tenpourin-shou”
YAMAZAKI , MAKOTO

By course of historical investigation, I restore Choken’s biographical sketch with his
writings “Tenpourin-shou” held by NMJH. Catalogue of National Museum of Japanese
History “The Tanaka collection” (pub.2005) specifys the 4 manuscripts, but one of
them lost the mass of a book. These manuscripts must have been flew out of the
Kozanji temple in the Edo period.



The Observation of Sumidagawa Umegaya zu painted
by Masayoshi Kitao : Review of Mukgjima Hyakkaen
SUZUKI, JUN

Sumidagawa Umegaya zu painted by Masayoshi Kitao is a very rare and beautiful
coloring print and it was estimated this printing to be printed at the first year in Bunka
era (1804). Being lack of the description of colophon, as the owner of wood block of
this print, it is reasonable to assume Kikuu Sawara who was the load of Hyakkaen in
Mukojima. Because Umegaya is one of Kikuu’s names.

On the upper left side of this picture it could be possible to find the character of
Joshin-sha (Joshin painted). The name of Joshin had become to use since Masayoshi
was employed for the artist by Tsuyama Clan in the country of Mimasaka at 6t Knasei
era (1794).

The point of this print is that Masayoshi widely painted the opening’s figure of
Hyakkaen with the scenery of Sumida River. The depiction of scenery is very fine and
people and houses as well. It is valuable to be able to declare about the specific figures
of Hyakkaen at the beginning with Sumida River, which have not adequately been so
clear in the past. :

Onaka to run after madly — The study about novel
“Koisoubahananoyoarasi” written by Kanagaki Robun
YAMAMOTO, KAZUAKI

In 1880, Ukiyo Newspaper reported contents of the lovers’ quarrel that happened
between Jinzaburo and Onaka. Even Iroha Newspaper was dramatized variously, and
the case was carried with a title of “Hidakagawatintinkibun” in succession.
Furthermore, it was published as illustrated novel “Koisoubahananoyoarasi” by
author Kanagaki Robun. By this report, I examined the contents and tried to discuss it
about the characteristic. Furthermore, I tried to think about a law (protective law
against libel and the newspaper regulations) of that time and a relation with a novel.



Bibliography of Kanagaki Robun
SUZUKI, KAZUMASA

This list is the bibliography of Kanagaki Robun (1829-1894) of a novelist and
Journalist of newspaper who was active from the end of Edo era to the beginning of the
Meiji era.

The period covered in this list is 132 years from 1875 to 2006. The bibliography is
listed in order of a publication with “books” and “articles published in newspapers or
magazines.”

Although there has been a number of bibliographies of Kanagaki Robun compiled in
the past (refer to the end of the book), there were almost none that were comprehensive
or up to date.

In this list, we added a significant number of literary documents to the existing
bibliography while making efforts to make it accurate by ascertaining the actual
documents where possible.

Further, we added volume numbers or subtitles that the existing bibliographies had
omitted as well as information that had been included in original books.

Support to Use Open Source Digital Library System
KITAMURA, KEIKO

Some excellent open source digital library systems are developed. In this paper it is
focused on Greenstone which is the one famouse system of them. We apply to and
evaluate Greenstone for “end-user” who is non-computer expert to build the ancient
manuscript collection by themselves. In practicality, we introduce to have built the
two types of Japanese ancient manuscript collection. Then finally we describe the plan
to support for “end-user” to use Open Source Digital Library System.



